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Monsieur the Chevalier de Montmagny, whom I would
gladly call the Knight of the Holy Spirit, so ready
do I find him to perform saintly and courageous
deeds and actions replete with the spirit of God.

After this death, it happens that his adopted
daughter has a dangerous cough, and his youngest
son is dying. In truth, the good man may well say:
Probasti me et cognovisti me. 'This we have often im-
pressed [711i.e., 81] upon his mind —that God wished
to try his faith. These arrows were shot at him from
Heaven through love. This is not all. His wife
kept her strength throughout all these illnesses, and
attended to her children. God wished to afflict her
as well as the others; she was taken ill with small-
pox, which then prevailed, and was the first to enter
the Hospital recently established at Kebec. Before
these heavy strokes, her husband had already suffered
some attacks from his people; for, when he went
down to Tadoussac, the Savages laughed at him,—
knowing that he prayed to God,—saying that he
would become a Jesuit; that he sought to appear
clever, and that all he did it for was to live long on
earth; but that he would find himself deceived. One
of his Countrymen one day told him something —1I
know not what —that he had seen in a dream, and
insisted that he should do it, unless he wished to die
soon. This did not startle him; he replied that he
would ask the Father who was his director whether
the action were permitted,—in which case, he would
perform it; otherwise he would not. He was for-
bidden to do it, and he obeyed without hesitation,
and without a reply. Behold how grace operates in
a heart that is called barbarian,—[82] or rather, let
us say, in God’s children, since they are rendered
such by Baptism.



